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1967-2007

—rom the President,
Ken Eales

This is my last article for
Valley Views as President so
| propose to indulge myself
by reminiscing on the beneyts
Mission Valley has derived
from the policy of “self-help” represented by the work
of our volunteers. We’ve always had a culture of member
participation through our standing committees on which
upwards of 60 members look after our interests, but in
recent years this ethic has been taken to a new level.

This was to a large degree precipitated by the horriyc
bids we received for the remodeling of the clubhouse
which was countered by the formation of a yve member
task force to buy furniture and materials direct and
leaving only essential structural work to the general
contractor. Result — against bids of over $2 million
we got the job done, with some modiycations, close
to budget at $1.6 million. This was followed up, again
using our own task force, when we did the locker rooms,
nearly 400 lockers, which we purchased direct and a total
upgrade of the other facilities for $376,000. Believe me
that is value which other clubs, who have done similar
work, envy.

More recently volunteers have put their blood, sweat
and tears to good effect on the golf course. Removal of
pepper trees which is in the architect’s long range plan
at a cost of $150,000 is being done for gas and chain saw
blades! As was the preparation of the back markers in
the new tees project. This in turn has spilled over into
the Pepper Tree Patrol being asked to trim our numerous
oaks, pines and palms for an annual saving of $50,000
according to Bill Tyde.

I could go on but I think I’ve made my point. These
are difficult times for private clubs which wish to
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maintain a decent level of quality on the course and in
the clubhouse, but the solution, as it always does, rests
in our willingness to help ourselves. The beneyts, as we
have demonstrated, can be substantial.

Your Board has also turned the spotlight on the basic
operations of the club where we are making good
progress in reducing costs. Balancing conservative
budgets has become a number one priority which we
are determined to achieve.

None of this has been possible without the support
of the members as a whole and on a personal note, |
would like to end by thanking you for your encouragement
and support. | didn’t please everyone, but | gave it my
best shot.

Have you made your reservations for the
President’s Ball on Friday, November 16?
Black Tie is preferred, but dark suit and tie
are acceptable. $50 per person.

Call the ofpce to
reserve your spot 488-9683.

Cheryl Hornberger sipping
one of Candy’s delicious cocktail recipes

1851 MISSION VALLEY BOULEVARD [©O LAUREL, FLORIDA 34272 O (941) 488-9683 © WWW.MISSIONVALLEYCC.COM






